It was 2006, that I started in year 7, the year Harris Academy Bermondsey was officially opened - the beginning of a journey I could have never imagined. Now that I have come to the end of my time at the academy, I look back at the plethora of opportunities I have had and ask myself, how could I have done all of this? 
Next year I will be going on to study at Westminster School and many people wonder – well it was best said in an article in the South London Press by journalist Elizabeth Pears ‘could an ordinary girl from Peckham, south London, who grew up against a backdrop of council estates and police sirens fit in to a £21,000-a-year Westminster School?’ I laughed when I saw this because I had thought the same thing. Stereotypes are a common thing but if you believe in them they will deter you from fulfilling your potential. I could, because I have, but I only have because I thought I could. 
I thought I could fit in because I had been shaped into the well-rounded person that the world requires. Not to say it hasn’t been tough, but I have persevered. I have been nurtured by my family, teachers, mentors – both internal and external, not forgetting my peers.  The academy had provided me with many opportunities that have led to me achieving many great things.  Just recently in January, I was selected along with other students from the academy to present to the House of Lords a view on ‘How the recession has impacted young people?’ Who would have thought that 5 students would have made a real difference not only in our community, but to the whole of the UK? As that presentation will have impacted on whether or not the Lords and the Commons will pass a Bill. 
My mentor Lord Hollick helped me to obtain a great work experience placement at the House of Commons in Rt Hon Harriet Harman QC MP’s office (Deputy Labour Leader) in July 2010. I also have worked as an intern at the Independent Newspaper Business/Economics desk under journalist Sean O’Grady who regularly writes for’ The Independent’ and ‘The Independent on Sunday’. My name was credited in ‘The Independent on Sunday’ for the research that I undertook for an article. 
As a Student Commissioner I was selected to travel to New York, USA in February 2010, to visit schools to try and enhance the teaching and learning in our curriculum, specifically within the academies of the Harris Federation. I also visited 10 Downing Street (October 2009), to launch a publication entitled ‘Learning About Learning’ and had the opportunity to speak to Education Minister Michael Gove MP at NESTA (National Endowment of Science and Technology of the Arts). 
There are many other endeavours I could list such as having my work published in a First Story anthology entitled ‘Scribbles’ with our writer-in-residence at the academy Marie Phillips. One thing for sure, I did not achieve any of this on my own. The Harris Academy Bermondsey has shaped me into who I am today. They have educated a woman of tomorrow and it would not have been possible without the help and support of all the staff. For this reason I thank you.
I write because I want my actions to inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more and become more, because it will all be worth it in the end.  
