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At HAB Sixth Form we ensure that you are given every opportunity to succeed.  We have the following learning support facilities to help you whilst studying at the centre:

Sixth Form Centre

The Sixth Form Centre is situated on the 8th floor of the tower block.  It is open 30 hours per week and offers a perfect environment, fully equipped with the latest technology, for you to complete assignments.  

APPLE Centre

A Positive Personalised Learning Environment is situated on the 7th floor of the tower block.  There are learner support assistants to help you whatever your learning needs may be.  They can provide regular one-to-one learning support sessions, or students can drop in there for support with any problem they may have.

Careers/Connexions Service

The Connexions Careers Adviser can help you with many aspects of planning your career or pathway.  Careers is a large part of the mentoring programme in which students will have access to information on a range of careers and qualification pathways, support in preparing CVs and improving job interview techniques, and how to apply for employment or Higher Education.  

All students will have an interview with the Connexions Personal Adviser within their first term at HAB Sixth Form.

Students with disabilities

We have support workers who are available to provide help and advice if you have a physical or learning disability.  The Sixth Form Centre complies with Disability Discrimination Act; in addition to this the centre is working to improve the physical access and will make every effort to accommodate you if you have a physical disability.  If you have a visual or hearing impairment we can adapt course materials or provide readers or communicators.

It is important for you to apply early so that we can discuss your requirements and make appropriate arrangements where possible.

Obtaining copies of this prospectus

If you would like to receive further copies of this prospectus, application forms or addition information, please telephone the Academy on 020 7237 9316, or drop in to pick one up.
GUIDE TO COURSES

AS level

The AS qualification equates to the first year of study of a traditional A level.  The majority of students now take 3 subjects or equivalent in the first year of post-16 study.  Most AS subjects have 3 assessment units.  These units contribute to the full A level which has 6 assessment units.  Each unit of the award is equally weighted, with the AS and A2 programmes each accounting for 50% of the overall A level grade.  The AS is graded on an A - E scale.

A2 level

The programme of study in the second year of the full A level is called A2.  A2 units represent the harder elements of the traditional A level.  A2 modules do not make up a qualification in their own right but when taken together with the AS units they comprise a full GCE A level.  They are graded on an A* - E scale.

BTEC Award, Certificate and Diplomas and OCR Nationals

BTECS are vocational qualifications.  They provide a more practical, real-world approach to learning and skills development alongside a key theoretical background.  They continue to be developed and updated with and for industry and in response to the needs of learners.   This ensures that learners gain maximum benefit from their work whilst qualifying.  This could be in readiness for the workplace or continued study at the next level, whether in an academic environment or a more specialist vocational area.  BTEC qualifications range from Entry Level to Postgraduate level.  They offer natural progression along a vocational path, from and to academic qualification and University.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA

Applicants will need to satisfy the minimum entry requirements stated for the courses for which they are applying.

· To study AS levels:

Students will need to have gained 5 x A* - C GCSE grades (or equivalent) and at least a grade B in the relevant subject at GCSE.

· To study BTECS:
Level 2:

Students will need to have gained at least 4 x E grades at GCSE (or equivalent)

Level 3:

Students will need to have gained 5 x A* - C grades (or equivalent).  If students have studied the same course at Level 2 they must have obtained a Merit grade to progress to Level 3.

Please note:

In the event of insufficient numbers it is possible that a course may not be able to run.


Art & Design (Fine Art)

AS / A level

What is the course about?

The A-level Art course develops your ability to appreciate the visual world, respond in a personal and creative way, using the skills gained at GCSE.  You should have an understanding of the basic elements of art – colour, tone, form etc. and also some understanding of the place of art and design in the world – its history and its purpose. Above all, you should have an interest in creating and understanding art and the determination to develop that interest.

You will develop a working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within art and learn the skills to interpret and convey your ideas and feelings using art and design.

You will improve your imaginative and creative powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills. 

You will also develop a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the place of art, craft and design in history and in contemporary society.

How is the course assessed?

The AS is made up of two units:

Unit 1 Fine Art Coursework – 60% of the AS, 30% of A-level.

This is a structured project taking students up to their exam. Beginning with an exploration of a theme, students will broaden and develop their skills base in a variety of media.

Unit 2 Externally set assignment – 40% of the AS, 20% of A-level

Candidates will be given a theme e.g. ‘Rhythms and Cycles’ to work on in the Spring term from which to create preparatory studies. This research will culminate with an eight hour timed exam.

What can the course lead to?

Higher education 

Design based employment, for example advertising, publishing, architecture, museums, theatre or art gallery work.

Applied Science

BTEC Level 3

What is the course about?

The Level 3 Edexcel BTEC National in Applied Science is equivalent to 2 A-Levels. 

The BTEC National Diploma in Applied Science provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for learners wishing to enter a career as a science technician in the areas of laboratory and industrial science, medical science service or the forensic science service. 

It also provides progression to higher education vocational qualifications, a full-time degree in Applied Sciences or Forensic Science. This qualification program provides access to more specialist units and therefore broadens and deepens the learners’ experience in preparation for the world of work.
The projects that students undertake form the basis of their unit results which are graded as a Pass, a Merit or a Distinction.

How is the course assessed?

In total Post 16 students will study 15 Units during the two-year course.

100% centre assessed.  This is not an exam based qualification so there will be no final exams.

What can the course lead to?

University and/or employment.


Business Studies

BTEC Level 3

What is the course about?

 

BTEC Level 3 Business is a vocational course which is designed to deliver the specific knowledge and skills required to prepare for employment or further education.

 

The course covers a range of areas and the main units studied provide an introduction to and understanding of the business environment, management of resources, marketing and communication – all of which are fundamental to the success of any business. 

 

Other areas of business covered include finance, management, law and administration. The course is designed to give a thorough insight to the management and operation of a business organisation. In addition to this, it sharpens and develops essential communication skills needed in business, including verbal, written and electronic communication.

How is the course assessed?
 

The course is assessed entirely though coursework, with specific projects which will reflect business workplace methods and skills. 

The course requires a high degree of organisation and individual motivation to meet all deadlines on time. 

 

It is not essential to have already studied Business at GCSE to follow this course.


Children’s Care, Learning and Development

BTEC Level 2

What is the course about?

The qualification will give you the knowledge, understanding and competency needed when considering entering employment in the children's care sector. You will be educated in the essential skills and broad fundamentals crucial to this area of study:

· Understanding child development

· Keeping children Safe

· Communication with children and adults

· Maintaining environments for children

· Professional roles and responsibilities in child care

· Supporting children’s play and learning

The qualification is designed to enable you to study other subjects alongside your BTEC First Diploma. This is a one year course.
How is the course assessed?

You will be assessed entirely through coursework and assignments.  You will cover 6 units of work and each unit is made of individual tasks that will be set.  Grades awarded are pass, merit or distinction.

In addition the practical element of the course means that you will be expected to attend a work placement once a week and your supervisor and visiting teacher will assess your practical competency.  This placement will involve gaining experiences such as setting out activities for children, observations and working as part of a team.

What can the course lead to?

Progression to a BTEC Level 3 course, and from there progression  to a BTEC Higher National or Foundation Degree.  Employment.


Children’s Care, Learning and Development

BTEC Level 3

What is the course about?

The qualification will build the essential practical skills and understanding to provide learners with the principles of children’s care, learning and development.  The course is made up of 12 units which include: promoting children’s development, safeguarding children, psychological perspectives on children’s behaviour and promoting children’s rights.

Work experience and links to the workplace form a central part of the programme, with a unit of work that holds vocational competence to the sector. There will be an emphasis on employment opportunities, so that learners can choose to progress into a specific area of work. 

How is the course assessed?
All units are assessed through a range of activities including projects, assignments, practical work and evidence of reflective practice.  An overall grade for the qualification is awarded to learners who successfully complete the required units.  Grades awarded are pass, merit or distinction.

There is a vocational unit which requires you to attend a work based learning environment.  Your supervisors and visiting teachers will observe your practical skills whilst at placement.

The course is designed to be flexible so that it reflects individual career aspirations.  It is a two year course with a mandatory 800 hours to complete at different workplace settings across a range of age groups.

What can the course lead to?

The BTEC National Certificate in Children’s Care, Learning and development has the equivalence of two GCE A levels.  It is possible for the learner to progress to University and study courses such as teacher training, social work and midwifery.  

Alternatively it will qualify the learner to gain employment as a Nursery Nurse and, with two year post qualifying experience, supervisory roles within the child care sector.  


Citizenship

A level
What is the course about?

Citizenship allows students to become informed, participating and active citizens. Students who take this course will not only develop and improve their Citizenship knowledge but also their skills to bring about change and their ability to take part in society. Students will improve their communication and presentation skills by means of participating in a variety of class debates and discussions. 

How is the course assessed?

AQA exam board

Unit 1 – Identity, Rights and Responsibilities (written paper, 1 hr and 15 min)

Unit 2 – Democracy, Active Citizenship and Participation (written paper 1 hr and 30 min)

Unit 3 – Power and Justice (written paper, 1 hr and 30 min)

Unit 4 – Global Issues and Making a Difference (written paper, 1 hr and 30 min)

What can the course lead to?

Citizenship will equip you with the knowledge, skills and understanding to play an effective role in public life. The subject encourages you to take an interest in topical and controversial issues and to engage in discussion and debate. The range of job opportunities is infinite since the qualification implies a broad understanding of present-day issues. Job opportunities include:

· The Business and Financial Sector (e.g. you could become your own boss)

· The Media and ICT (e.g. Journalism)

· Law (e.g. Solicitor, Barrister) 

· Education, Professional and Social Services (e.g. Teacher, Professor, Social Worker, Police Officer, Prison or Probation Officer, Youth Offending Teams)

· Environmental Management and any other environment related jobs (including Travel and Tourism)

· Jobs within the Government or in the local community (e.g. the local Council) or non-governmental organisations (e.g. Charities, International Humanitarian Organisations)

The European Union or the United Nations 


Communication and Culture
A level

What is the course about?

Students who aim to study this subject need an interest in English and Media.  They should be an independent reader. They should have an enquiring mind with regards to the different uses of communication and language and be open to studying new skills and topics. Students who succeed will enjoy reading and writing and more importantly, discussion of such questions as what value we place on culture or the differences between ‘high’ and ‘popular’ culture . Students are expected to share ideas with the class and develop their understanding through group discussion and debate. 
How is the course assessed?

The course assessment is split between a coursework folder and a final examination. During the AS year the coursework folder is worth 50% of the awarded grade.  There are four main Assessment Objectives that the course covers, which aim to create independent and confident thinkers. These are:

AO1 This tests the ability of candidates to communicate in the register of communication and culture. Candidates are expected to: demonstrate skills in the application of communication forms, and both competence and creativity in applying the conventions of written and multimedia formats.

AO2 This tests the ability of candidates to understand the content and concepts offered by the qualification. Candidates are expected to: demonstrate knowledge and understanding of concepts and critical debates relevant to the discipline of communication and culture.

AO3 This tests the ability of candidates to apply knowledge. Candidates are expected to: demonstrate analytical, comparative and interpretive skills in applying relevant concepts and perspectives to cultural products and cultural practices.

.

AO4 This tests the ability of candidates to work with relevant resources drawn from a range of sources. Candidates are expected to: demonstrate the ability to identify and investigate primary and secondary material appropriate to the exploration of key concepts in communication and culture.

What can the course lead to?

Higher Education – this course provides an excellent grounding for many higher education courses; sharpening communication, team work and problem solving skills. Students will develop excellent research, analysis and essay writing skills.


Drama and Theatre Studies

A level

What is the course about?

The AS Drama and Theatre Studies course develops the ideas and techniques studied at GCSE level to develop your skills as a director, designer, performer and critic. 

The qualification is designed to enable students to acquire a knowledge and understanding of the language of drama and theatre as well as to develop their performing and analytical skills.

There is a focus on studying plays, practitioners, improvisation, devising and of course  performing. Students completing the course successfully will have a thorough understanding of drama and theatre, highly toned analytical and creative skills and an ability to communicate effectively with others.

How is the course assessed? 

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre 

Assessed workshops

Exploration notes

Evaluation of a live performance

Unit 2: Theatre Text in Performance 
Group Performance

A monologue or duologue

Interpretation of roles

What can the course lead to?

Higher Education

Drama School

Employment


English Language

A level

What is the course about?

Students who aim to study this subject need an analytical interest in English, both as a written and spoken language.  They should be a strong, independent reader. They should have an enquiring mind with regards to the different uses of language and be open to studying new skills and topics, including the study of spoken language and spoken language development. Students who succeed will enjoy reading and writing and more importantly, discussion. Students are expected to share ideas with the class and develop their understanding through group discussion and debate. 
How is the course assessed?

The course assessment is split between a coursework folder and a final examination. During the AS year the coursework folder is worth 40% of the awarded grade.  

There are four main Assessment Objectives that the course covers, which aim to create independent and confident thinkers. These are:

· AO1 Select and apply a range of linguistic methods, to communicate relevant knowledge using appropriate terminology and coherent, accurate written expression.

· AO2 Demonstrate critical understanding of a range of concepts and issues related to the construction and analysis of meanings in spoken and written language, using knowledge of linguistic approaches.

· AO3 Analyse and evaluate the influence of contextual factors on the production and reception of spoken and written language, showing knowledge of the key constituents of language.

· AO4 Demonstrate expertise and creativity in the use of English in a range of different contexts, informed by linguistic study.

What can the course lead to?

Higher Education – AS/A2 English Language provides an excellent grounding for many higher education courses; sharpening communication, team work and problem solving skills. Students will develop excellent research, analysis and essay writing skills.


English Literature

A level

What is the course about?

The English Literature AS/A Level course is suitable for students who actively enjoy exploring and analysing challenging literature and are able to tackle controversial subject matter with objectivity.

The purpose of the course is to further develop analytical skills from the foundations of GCSE, enabling students to become independent readers in their own right, readers who are able to skilfully link a wide range of texts that span the period 1800 to the present.

There is an emphasis on extensive wider reading which is a compulsory requirement for the final examination and students will be expected to complete the majority of this outside of formal curriculum time.

How is the course assessed?

AS:

· Texts in Context Examination [60% of AS and 30% of A level]

· Creative Study Coursework [two pieces totalling 2500 words, worth 40% of AS and 20% of A level]

A2:

· Reading for Meaning Examination [30% of A Level marks]
· Extended Essay and Shakespeare Study Coursework [One comparative essay totalling 3000 words and worth 20% of A Level marks]

What can the course lead to?

Higher Education – AS/A2 Literature provides an excellent grounding for many higher education courses; sharpening communication, analytical and problem solving skills.


English Language and Literature

A level

What is the course about?

Students who aim to study this subject need an interest in literature and they should be an independent reader. They should have an enquiring mind with regards to language and be open to studying new skills. Students who succeed will enjoy reading and writing and more importantly, discussion. Students are expected to share ideas with the class and develop their understanding through group discussion and debate. 
How is the course assessed?

There are four main Assessment Objectives that the course covers, which aim to create independent and confident thinkers. These areas are;
· AO1 - Select and apply relevant concepts and approaches from integrated linguistic and literary study, using appropriate terminology and accurate, coherent written expression.

· AO2 Demonstrate detailed critical understanding in analysing the ways in which structure, form and language shape meanings in a range of spoken and written texts.

· AO3 Use integrated approaches to explore relationships between texts, analysing and evaluating the significance of contextual factors in their production and reception.

· AO4 Demonstrate expertise and creativity in using language appropriately for a variety of purposes and audiences, drawing on insights from linguistic and literary studies               

What can the course lead to?

Higher Education – AS/A2 Language and Literature provides an excellent grounding for many higher education courses; sharpening communication, analytical and problem solving skills.

Government and Politics

A level

What is the course about?

Government and Politics allows students to develop their critical thinking skills and their ability to discuss, debate and engage with contemporary politics. Students will be able to develop a critical awareness of the nature of politics and the relationship between political ideas, institutions and processes. Students will acquire knowledge and understanding of the structures of authority and power within the political system of the UK and how these may differ from those of other political systems.  Students will develop their understanding of the rights and responsibilities of the individual at a local, national and global level.

How is the course assessed?

AQA Exam board: AS + A2 = A level

AS: 

· Unit 1 - People, Politics and Participation (1hour and 30minute written examination).

· Unit 2 - Governing Modern Britain (2 hour and 30 minute written examination).

A2: 

· Unit 3 - The Politics of the USA, or Ideologies, or Politics and Power (1 hour and 30 minute written examination).

· Unit 4 - The Government of the USA, or Political Issues: Ideologies in Action, or Perspectives on Modern Politics (1 hour and 30 minute written examination).

What can the course lead to?

Students who obtain an A level in Government and Politics often continue the study of Politics at University level. Most students seek employment in the Public Sector, the Civil Service, working for an MP or a Political Party, a Think Tank, an NGO or a governmental organisation. Some students continue their studies at Doctoral or Postdoctoral level and decide to become a Government / Politics Lecturer at University.  


Hairdressing

Level 2 Diploma in Women’s Hairdressing

What is the course about?

The course is run over 2 years and you will be required to build up a portfolio of assignments, assessment feedback and photographic evidence.  You will cover everything from shampooing and conditioning, styling and dressing hair, to colouring and cutting.  

The course is both theory and practical and students have to complete all units in order to gain the full Diploma.  You could complete the course to a certificate level only but our aim is to have all students working towards the diploma as this will give you the best chance to go out into the industry on completion.

How will I learn and be assessed? 

You learn through practical sessions, group discussions and assignments. You will have access to a realistic hairdressing environment where you will practice and demonstrate your skills.

Working at a pace that suits each learner you will build up solid knowledge and practical skills. 

You will be assessed by the hairdressing lecturer on your assignments and practical hairdressing tasks.

What can the course lead to?

Completion of the course can lead to employment within the Hairdressing industry.


Health and Social Care

BTEC Level 3

What is the course about?

This course is designed to provide a broad spectrum of knowledge that will enable you to enter a variety of jobs within the Health and Social Care sector.  There are 12 units in the course, including developing effective communication, psychological perspectives, nutrition, and caring for children and young people.

The course is designed to be flexible so that it reflects individual career aspirations but it will build the essential practical skills and understanding that will enable progression into employment or higher level education. 

How is the course assessed?

All units are assessed through a range of activities including projects, assignments, practical work and evidence of reflective practice.  An overall grade for the qualification is awarded to learners who successfully complete the required units.  Grades awarded are pass, merit or distinction.

There is a vocational unit which requires you to undertake 100 hours of work placement in a health and social care setting.  Your supervisors and visiting teachers will observe your practical skills whilst at placement.

What can the course lead to?

The qualification results in UCAS points which can lead to progression to University to study a relevant course such as nursing.  It can also lead to a wide variety of jobs in the Health and Social Care sector.


ICT

OCR Level 3 Nationals

What is the course about?

The OCR Level 3 Nationals in ICT have been developed to recognise your ICT skills, knowledge and understanding. You will study ICT functions, environments and operations in a modern and practical way that is relevant to the workplace. It will prepare you for college, university or the workplace and is 100% coursework based. 

This qualification specifically aims to:

· develop candidates' knowledge and understanding of the ICT sector and the chosen specialist pathway if selected;

· develop candidates' skills, knowledge and understanding that are directly relevant to employment situations, thereby enhancing employability;

· encourage independent working;

· develop knowledge and understanding in specialist areas of ICT, and real ICT organisations;

· develop skills, knowledge and understanding that candidates will need to access further or higher education;

· develop skills, knowledge and understanding that candidates will need to enter employment.

How is the course assessed?

As this course relies heavily on your practical ICT skills, it is assessed by 100% coursework.  There are no timetabled exams for this qualification; candidates may complete units at a time that suits them. The full award and units from this qualification are graded as Pass, Merit or Distinction.

What can the course lead to?

Higher education or employment.


ICT

AS / A level GCE ICT (Applied)

What is the course about?

Our main aim is for you to fulfil your potential and for you to have interesting and enjoyable experiences along the way. 'A' level is not easy but if you develop good study habits and work with organisation and enthusiasm you should reach a high standard and give yourself the widest range of opportunities at the end of the course. You can do a one or two year course. 

The aim of this specification is to encourage students to:

· develop a broad range of ICT skills and knowledge of the uses of ICT in the workplace, as a basis for progression into further learning in ICT-including A2 and University;

· develop knowledge and understanding of information systems within a range of organisations;

· develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using ICT and develop the skills necessary;

· apply their knowledge and understanding of ICT and use skills (e.g. planning, research, evaluation, problem solving);

· develop an understanding of the impact of information systems on organisations' personnel, policies and practices;

· develop project management skills and an understanding of the need to work with others.

In addition, students are encouraged to develop their understanding of:

· Software system design

· Networks and communications

How is the course assessed?

Only two exams for mandatory modules then choose from over 20 topics to do coursework assignments. 

60% / 40% exam and coursework. 

What can the course lead to?

You will develop all the necessary skills required in ICT and apply these within work-related situations. You will have the chance to personalise your path of study and obtain a qualification that meets your talent and interests.

The course prepares you to enter a variety of ICT or computing degree level courses, or straight into employment. 


Mathematics

A level

What is the course about?

The AS/A2 Mathematics course develops the ideas and techniques studied at GCSE level to enable you to apply Mathematics to solve real life problems and to develop your interest in the subject. 

A knowledge of advanced Mathematics is essential in a wide range of careers from the sciences to economics, business and computing. 

The AS course consists of pure mathematics - extending your knowledge of algebra, trigonometry and introducing the ideas of calculus, and decision maths - the study of algorithms, networks and optimising resources against constraints. 

In your A2 course, you will continue your study of pure mathematics alongside either a mechanics module (the mathematics of physical systems) or a statistics module (the analysis and interpretation of data and probability distributions).

How is the course assessed?

The course is made up of 6 units; 3 are assessed at the end of year 12 and 3 are assessed at the end of year 13.

There is no coursework for the subject.

What can the course lead to?

Lots of careers require a knowledge of Maths and for many it can be an advantage to have a mathematical background.

Maths A level also puts you at a great advantage when applying for many university or college courses.


Media

OCR Nationals Level 3 

What is the course about?

OCR Level 3 Media is a course which is designed to provide students with high quality, industry recognised qualifications geared to the requirements of the media sector. Students develop specific knowledge and skills required to prepare for employment or further education.

The course covers a range of areas and the main units studied provide an introduction to and understanding of Media products, production and pre-production methods and techniques, marketing of media products and audience feedback – all of which are fundamental to the success of any media organisation and its products.

Other areas of Media covered include TV and radio production, music production, photography and print production. 

The course is designed to give a thorough insight to the media industry and its products. Students have access to professional production facilities including a television studio, recording studio and industry standard software on a suite of Apple Mac computers. In addition to this, it sharpens and develops essential communication skills needed in the Media, which include verbal, written and visual communication.

How is the course assessed?

The course is assessed entirely though coursework, with specific projects which will reflect Media workplace methods and skills. The course requires a high degree of organisation and individual motivation to meet all deadlines on time.

It is not essential to have already studies Media at GCSE to follow this course.

What can the course lead to?

Progression to further education such as University, or employment.


Philosophy of Religion

A level

What is the course about?

Students will study two units: Philosophy of Religion and Religious Ethics.

Philosophy of Religion explores such questions as “Does God exist?”, “Is there life after death?” and “Why is there suffering in the world?”

Ethical questions include; “What is duty?” and “Is there a universal moral law?”

Students usually choose A Level Philosophy of Ethics because they have an enquiring mind, and are interested in challenging their thinking. They will develop their ability to construct sustainable arguments on ethical issues and evaluate theories about the existence of God.

How is the course assessed?

Unit 1: Religious Ethics- Exam 1 hour 30mins - 50%

Unit 2: Philosophy of Religion - Exam 1 hour 30mins - 50%

What can the course lead to?

This course is excellent in preparing students for the rigours and challenges of university and for this reason can be studied alongside all subjects.

In addition, the skills obtained from this course are valued in many professions including law, journalism, publishing, broadcasting and teaching.


Psychology

A-Level

What is the course about?

AS Psychology

You will learn about five major approaches to psychology in the AS course: Social Psychology, Cognitive Psychology, Psychodynamic Approach, Biological Approach and Learning Approach.  In each one you will discover a key topic of research e.g. memory, and learn about important studies related to that topic e.g. eye witness testimony, and find out how research is conducted in that area of psychology. You will learn to use statistical tests to help interpret data collected in class exercises.

A2 Psychology

The A2 course gives you an opportunity to study some uses of psychology in the real world. You will discover how the Approaches you have learned about come together to explain human behaviour. In all areas, you will be encouraged to use recent evidence from events in the news.

The modules that are taught include: Criminological Psychology, Child Psychology, Health Psychology, Sport Psychology and Clinical Psychology.

Is it the right subject for me?

The most important quality for anyone wanting to study psychology is to find people fascinating.  Are you intrigued by why people act in the way they do? If so, then psychology will capture your imagination and you will never look at people in the same way again.

How is the course assessed?

100% examination

What can the course lead to?

Psychology is a very useful subject for any career where you interact with people. Occupations such as journalism, nursing and marketing all welcome trainees who have studied psychology.

If you are considering Higher Education, psychology can be an invaluable subject. Because it sits on the boundary between Arts and Science subjects, it combines elements of both. If you choose the Arts route, psychology shows a competence in scientific thinking and numeracy that will add breadth to your skills. Similarly, the Science route can often lack the opportunity to show your ability to construct a well-argued essay, but psychology will show you how you can do this.


Sociology

AS / A level

What is the course about?

‘Why are more people getting divorced?’  ‘Why is not all crime reported?’ ‘Are women dominated by men?’  These are some of the issues we will discuss in an informed manner to gain social understanding of our changing world.  Sociology is the study of human social life, groups and societies.  Sociologists are interested in explaining social change and social division and in the social norms and expectations that bind a society together.

This is a level 3 qualification and the specification adopts a thematic approach to the subject.  No prior knowledge of the subject is required, however writing forms a major part of assessment so a B or above in English and in a Humanities subject is required.

How is the course assessed?

AS: 1 x 1 hour paper (40% of AS, 20% of A Level) + 1 x 2 hour paper (60% of AS, 30% of A Level)

A2:  1 x 1 hour 30 minutes paper (20% of A Level) + 1 x 2 hour paper (30% of A Level)

What can the course lead to?

This A level will prepare students to follow a degree in Sociology if they wish, or it may lead into related areas such as law, the justice system, social work, teaching, or law enforcement.


Sport (Development, Coaching, Fitness)

BTEC Level 3 National Certificate

What is the course about?

The course has an accreditation worth 2 full A –Level Grades. It is a vocationally based course so all the study is set in the context of real life employment. When working on each of the assignments students will also have the opportunity to earn other important qualifications which are attractive when applying for further education or employment, examples of these are the Community Sports Leaders Award, Duke of Edinburgh Award and a qualification in First Aid.

Core units — seven units must be taken:

1 The Body in Action 

2 Health and Safety in Sport 

3 Training and Fitness for Sport 

4 Sports Coaching 

5 Sports Development 

6 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise 

7 Practical Individual Sports 

Specialist units — five of the following six units must be taken:

8 Sports Nutrition 

9 Exercise, Health and Lifestyle 

10 Instructing Physical Activity and Exercise 

11 Sports Injuries 

12 Working with Children in Sport 

13 Work-based Experience in Sport 

How is the course assessed?

100% coursework
What can the course lead to?

Higher education or employment in the sport and leisure industry. 
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